REGULAR MEETING

VILLAGE OF MORRILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

FEBRUARY 11, 2025
A Regular Meeting of the Chairman and Board of Trustees of the Village of Morrill, Nebraska was held on February 11, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. at the Village of Morrill Legion Hall.  Notice of the meeting had been published according to law, in the Star Herald, a newspaper published of general circulation in the Village and also posted in 3 conspicuous places within the Village of Morrill.   The notice stated the date, hour and place of the meeting, that the meeting would be open to the public, that anyone with a disability desiring reasonable accommodation to attend the meeting should contact the Village office, and that an agenda of the meeting kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the office of the Village; provided, however, the Village Board could modify the agenda at the meeting if it determined that an emergency so required.  An agenda kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the Village office at all times from the date of publication of the notice to the time of the meeting.  A similar notice, together with a copy of the agenda, was also delivered to each Board Member.

Chairman Hart presided and Clerk Schmidt recorded the proceedings. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Hart directed the public a copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, posted on the north wall for the public’s review. The following Board Members were present: Neal Hart, Steve Engleman, Joseph Conrad and Kim Schledewitz. David Purviance was absent.  Libby Stobel with Simmons Olsen was also present.  

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Engleman to approve the absence of Trustee Purviance.

YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: Purviance

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Schledewitz to approve the agenda as presented with the exception of removing Approval of Library Board Members item 8 as none have been added.       
YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: Purviance

Moved by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Schledewitz that the minutes from January 7, 2025 Regular Meeting be approved.

YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: Purviance

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Conrad to approve the January 31, 2025 Treasurer’s Report.

YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: Purviance

Chairman Hart asked if any citizens with business not scheduled on the agenda wished to include an item providing the Village Board determines the item requires emergency action. There were no emergency items.

Erica Curry gave an update on the Nebraska Forest Service & Statewide Arboretum Grant.  The Village was awarded a grant in the amount of $2500.00 and the Village must match the funds with in kind labor and dollars.

Denise Sinner made a KENO request in the amount of $300.00 for the Easter Egg Hunt.  Moved by Member Engleman and seconded by Member Conrad to approve the KENO request in the amount of $300.00.

YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: Purviance

Tony Schuler presented to the board a plan to move his house from 418 E Hamilton to South of Gering.  Moved by Member Engleman and seconded by Member Conrad to approve the house move.

YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: Purviance

Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Schledewitz to approve Resolution 25-01 amending the Employee Handbook to include On Call Pay for Essential Employees.

YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: Purviance

Moved by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Schledewitz to approve Resolution 25-02 authorizing the sale of a Honda Snow Blade.

YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: Purviance

Discussion was held regarding Village of Morrill’s electrical rates and an increase from Municipal Energy Agency of Nebraska becoming effective April 1, 2025.  The board directed Clerk Schmidt to bring an Ordinance change to the March meeting.

Moved by Member Engleman and seconded by Member Conrad to approve a KENO request to replace trees in City Park up to an amount of $10,000.00.

YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: Purviance

An opportunity for public comment was provided.  Public comments were as follows:  Pete Cawiezel shared that the band has been booked for Rendezvous Days Southern Fryed.  Pete also shared that Ann Kuncl’s Memorial has funds available for trees for the Library and the parks in Morrill.  Erica Curry shared that the trees are an investment to our community and that the Nebraska Statewide Arboretum has a lot of grants available for different things.  Tony Schuler shared that grants for large trees usually do not exist.  There are locust trees at the golf course that could be moved and there is a spade attachment that could fit the Village’s existing equipment that we could rent to do transplant some of the trees.

The Village Board then received written reports from departments.  
The next item on the agenda was the approval of bills and expenses.  It was moved by Member Conrad and seconded by Member Schledewitz to approve all claims as presented.


AT&T Mobility - 170.80, Action Communications, Inc. - 125.00, 20.73, Amazon Capital Services - 37.26,

50.97, 26.66, 62.92, 65.93, 139.99, 89.99, American Legal Publishing Corporation - 500.00, Ameritas Life

Insurance Company - 191.20, Attentive - 1290.00, 1290.00, Black Hills Energy - 42.58, Black Hills Energy

- 308.87, Black Hills Energy - 2331.86, Blue Cross/ Blue Shield - 16502.08, Border States Industries -

568.39, 83.59, 105.36, 124.26, 2822.50, Brown Co. - 17.96, 96.66, Center Point Large Print - 188.34,

Century Business Products - 78.18, 20.00, 27.50, 83.31, 20.00, Centurylink Communications Inc - 66.04,

Charter Communications - Library Acct - 79.98, 79.98, Charter Communications - Village Office - 229.95,

Charter Communication - Fire Dept Acct. - 129.98, Charter Communications - Police - 79.98, Charter

Communications - Pool Account - 49.99, Charter Communication Golf Course - 109.99, Charter

Enterprise - Golf Course - 159.15, Collaborative Summer Library Program - 738.53, Colonial Life - 911.89,

Connecting Point - 569.00, Cooper McCabe - 20.00, Credit Management Services - 5.55, Culligan Water

Conditioning - 146.50, DEMCO - 268.25, DL Foods - 392.37, Dearborn Life Insurance Company - 72.24,

Spic and  Span Cleaners - 4975.50, 189.75, Dutton-Lainson Company - 252.36, Eakes Office Solutions -

313.97, 54.99, 111.99, 279.42, Emma Black - 20.00, Gering Valley Plumbing & Heating - 299.00, 185.00,

Globe Life Liberty National Division - 297.36, 297.36, Horse Creek Tire - 110.38, 10.00, Ideal Linen Supply

- 87.41, 73.35, 47.12, 33.90, Ideal-Linen Bluff's Facility Solutions - 269.80, Intralinks Inc - 360.00, 531.25,

403.20, 1530.43, Irby Company - 484.58, 117.15, 386.06, 5717.99, Janine Schmidt - 571.62, John Deere

Credit - 53.72, 988.04, Joseph Marty Scott - 60.00, Kaylee Driver - 20.00, Kwik Stop - 308.55, 199.28,

LARM - 1896.74, 3021.05, 695.00, M.E.A.N. - 59705.12, 1650.00, MB KEM Enterprise - 162.00, MOCIC -

100.00, ManhattanLife Insurance and Annuity Co - 1820.97, 2233.62, Menards - 43.23, 9.06, 25.74,

Mobius Communications Company - 35.00, Morrill American Legion - 100.00, Morrill Hardware - 145.94,

Morrill Supply - 925.26, Mutual Of Omaha - 115.00, Nebraska PrintWorks, LLC. - 143.76, 104.51,

Northwest Pipe Fittings, Inc. - 38.50, One Call Concepts, Inc. - 29.83, Panhandle Clerk's Association -

40.00, Panhandle Collections, Inc. - 372.61, 372.61, 122.15, Panhandle Regional Development - 50.00,

Platte Valley Bank - Bond Payment - 158492.50, Quadient Leasing USA Inc. - 946.72, RCI - 75.00, RVW

Inc - 700.00, Rustic Tavern - 1653.60, Sandberg Implement Inc. - 549.77, 554.95, 29.48, Scotts Bluff

County Building & Zoning - 200.00, Scotts Bluff County - 551.16, Simmons Olsen Law Firm PC - 1273.80,

Star-Herald - 152.17, 13.64, 13.09, Torrington Disposal Service - 12825.00, 70.00, Transwest Ford -

69.95, U-Save Mart - 1217.96, University of Nebraska at Omaha - 198.00, Verizon Wireless - 176.70,

140.00, 176.64, Village of Morrill Petty Cash Acct. - 16.00, Village of Morrill Utility Deposit Acct - 200.00,

200.00, 200.00, Visa - 952.82, 684.67, Vistabeam - 99.95, WESTCO - 72.35, 1455.84, Wal-Mart Capital

One - 172.44, Wesco Receivables Corp. - 1185.20, 1248.76, 3375.00, 506.10, Western Nebraska Joint
Water Board - 5412.50, Village of Morrill Ref 35.00, 100.00, Payroll 25297.26, 25272.59, 24395.30, 941 Taxes 6319.43, 6454.17, 6049.43, Credit Card Fees 25.90, 34.15, 23.31, State Farm Life Ins 346.50, Edward Jones Retirement 6010.00, Nebraska Department of Revenue Tax 2727.30, 10577.49, Village of Morrill Util 1949.80, LARM Ins 12.63, Marsha Coxbill Srvcs 60.00, Office Ally Srvc 44.95

YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: Purviance

The next Regular Board of Trustee Meeting will be held on March 11, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. at the Morrill American Legion.
The last item on the agenda was a motion to adjourn by Member Hart and seconded by Member Engleman.

YEAS: Hart, Engleman, Conrad and Schledewitz NAYS: None, ABSENT: Purviance

.

The meeting was then adjourned at 7:09 p.m.


/s/ Janine K. Schmidt

/s/ Neal Hart

Janine K. Schmidt



Neal Hart

CMC/Treasurer


Chairman, Board of Trustees     
